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Transportation cannot be addressed and its challenges cannot be solved if we continue to adhere to the outdated approach of just three elements:  Tax.  Spend.  Build.

Sprawl has had an increasingly burdensome impact on the quality of life for all Virginians, especially those in urban and suburban areas.  Ensuring that state government and localities work together, properly plan to handle growth, and employ the latest and most constructive tools in development design will go a long way toward better serving families, businesses and commuters throughout Virginia.

Any legislative plan to improve transportation that ignores one of the root causes of clogged roads and highways – Virginia’s 70-plus-year-old government land use policies – is inherently inadequate, shortsighted and flawed.

House Republicans are proposing a farsighted, innovative and comprehensive approach to addressing the challenge of sprawl and its effects on transportation – for the first time directly tying land use and transportation.  These three bills are a major change in direction for Virginia.
URBAN DEVELOPMENT AREAS (UDA)   
· To curtail sprawl, limit traffic congestion and plan better, counties would be required – and towns and cities would be permitted – to create “Urban Development Areas” in their Comprehensive Plans. 

Urban Development Areas would have minimum residential densities of four units per acre or three times the density of the adjacent land outside of the UDA.  Any development within the area would be on public or community water and sewer and incorporate new urbanism design including open space, mass transit, walking trails, denser development and a commercially zoned component – reducing the need to use the transportation system.  Each locality would have to provide for a development area large enough to accommodate 20 years of population growth, according to data from the Virginia Employment Commission.  
· Advances responsible growth by focusing development around urban centers with higher density and around existing utility services – water, sewer and transportation facilities.

· Promotes open space and rural land conservation while reducing stress on the transportation system by limiting large lot development in the rural areas of counties. 
· Maximizes effective use of existing public facilities infrastructure to better enable localities to deal with the challenges of development and growth.  Currently, many localities do not rationally plan if, where, and how growth should occur in local communities.
URBAN TRANSPORTATION SERVICE DISTRICTS (UTSD)   
· To improve the relationship between state and local governments which will pay dividends over time, counties (ideally, fast-growing ones) would be given the opportunity to accept responsibility for the maintenance of all or a portion of their existing secondary (subdivision) road system, create new “Urban Transportation Service Districts,” and allow an impact fee to be charged for road maintenance. 
Any County within Northern Virginia and its suburbs (Fairfax, Loudoun, Prince William, Spotsylvania and Stafford) that voluntarily chooses to enter into the pilot UTSD program would receive incentives for assuming this responsibility, including an amount equal to VDOT’s urban allocation formula for cities and towns (which is much more than VDOT normally spends on county roads), along with existing VDOT facilities and equipment used to maintain those roads.  In addition, a participating County would receive any additional monies that Virginia is currently spending to maintain the roads that the locality creating the UTSD would now be assuming.  The final monetary incentive would be the ability to collect full impact fees on new by-right development of agriculturally-zoned land outside of the established UTSD and the ability to deny rezonings if the proposed development would overwhelm the transportation system.  
· Modernizes and strengthens the state and local government partnership by fixing one of the largest disconnects in the current relationship – enabling the efficient and effective coordination of local land use decisions and taking into account their impact on the state’s transportation system.
· Repeals the Byrd Road Act of 1932, by which most Virginia counties (except Arlington and Henrico) have no responsibility for the maintenance of their local – or secondary – roads.  With Virginia’s increasing population, historically rural counties have rapidly turned into bustling urban areas.
· Responds to skyrocketing road maintenance costs, which are the result of the ill-considered addition of secondary – largely subdivision – roads approved by localities, but which are then are automatically required to be accepted by the Commonwealth into the state road system after one year.  

· Allows for collection of impact fees on new, by-right development on agriculturally-zoned land located outside of the UTSDs established by fast-growing counties, resulting in development appropriately centered in and around existing urban areas and, thereby, combating sprawl and reducing traffic congestion. 

LIMITS AND FLEXIBILITY ON SUBDIVISION ROADS   
· To address skyrocketing maintenance costs (which are consuming dollars that otherwise would be spent on new construction), VDOT would be required to define a “local subdivision road” and a “local collector road,” and would be prohibited from accepting for maintenance purposes any new “subdivision roads” into the Commonwealth’s statewide system.  
Counties have approved subdivision streets without interparcel connection totaling 3,200 lane-miles, all of which have been added to the state transportation system since 1997 according to VDOT, compared to about 60,000 lane-miles in the total system.  If county governments approved subdivisions outside of the UDAs, they would have to maintain the roads themselves (through an UTSD) or require local homeowners associations to do so.   

· Aligns more accurately land-use decision-making authority with the consequences of those actions and provides for necessary funding going forward.

· Removes the stringent standard criteria currently imposed on subdivision roads by VDOT because they no longer would be accepted into the state system.
· Strengthens further the partnerships between local land use decisions and state transportation system impacts by giving localities another opportunity to better plan for residential development.
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